


• 1.   Do you think ordinary persons 
like you and me can become heroes 
in certain circumstances? When 
something dangerous happens, what 
will first come to your mind? 



• no need to be heroes, self-
protection is more realistic;

• doubt with a single person’s power, 
if more people join, me too;

• fight for the weak



– 2.  What’s the motivation behind most 
heroic [hɪ 'rəʊ ɪ k] behaviors? 



– To be remembered or honored as 
heroes (a less influential factor now)

– Unknown imperative?
– sense of justice or readiness to 

help



 1.acknowledge : 
  1). to accept or recognize sth.
    Eg: he is acknowledged to be the 

cleverest boy in the class.
       We acknowledged her to be/ as the 

best singer in China.



 2). to accept the truth of sth., to admit  
 eg: He acknowledged that he had done 

wrong.
 She refuse to acknowledge her fault.



3). to express thanks for sth. 
(acknowledge applause/ compliments/ 
help)

 eg: She acknowledged the gift with a 
pleasant letter.

  The prize-winner stood up to 
acknowledge the cheers of the crowd. 

4). to show that one has noticed or 
recognized sb. by a smile, nod or 
greeting.



 2.anonymity n.
 anonymous adj. 
 1) unknown by name
 e.g. The benefactor wishes to remain 

anonymous.



 2) done, sent, or given by someone who 
does not want their name to be known

 e.g. an anonymous donation of $5,000
 anonymous phone call/letter etc.



 3.blast n.
 1). a sudden strong movement of wind or air. 

[+of]
 e.g. A blast of cold air swept through the 

hut.
 2). an explosion, or the very strong 

movement of air that it causes.
 e.g. Thirty-six people died in the blast.



 3). a sudden very loud noise.
 e.g. a blast of rock music
 The guard gave a blast on his whistle and we 

were off.



• 4). (at) full blast: as strongly , loudly, or 
fast as possible:

• e.g. The radiators are on full blast, but it 
was sill freezing.

• A radio going at full blast



• 4.casualty
• n. someone who is hurt or killed in 

an accident or battle
• e.g. First reports of the air crash 

tell of more than 50 casualties.
• heavy casualties=a lot of people 

hurt or killed



• 5.clash
– n. a loud sound made by two mental objects 

being hit together.
–    the act of conflict.

• e.g. the clash of views 观点冲突

•        the clash of weapons 交火



• V. meet n conflict; be in 
disagreement with

•  ~ with 与……意见不一致,不协调

• ~against 与……猛撞,不协调 
• e.g. I clashed with/against him at the 

meeting.
•        The color of the contain clashes 

with the color of the furniture.
•       He clashed the cup against the 

corner of table.





• Note: Clash is often used in preference to 
collision when two or more things come into 
contact with one another in such a manner 
that noises of crashing and jangling are 
more apparent than the destruction or ruin 
wrought:

• e.g. the clash of swords in battle
• （可指两件或两件以上的事情因同时发生而造
成时间上的相互冲突

• eg: There is a clash between two classes 
held at 3 p.m. on the same day.）



• 7.commitment: a strong sense of 
responsibility or loyalty

• eg: We have a strong commitment to 
follow WTO rules.

• commit v. ~sb/oneself to sth /to 
doing sth 

• make it impossible for sb. or oneself 
not to do sth.

• Eg. WTO commits China to giving 
national treatment to all foreign 
business people.



• be committed to do sth: promise to 
do sth

•    Eg: China is committed to lower its 
tariffs.

• 8. element/elements
– 1) an element of 

surprise/danger/doubt etc.: a small 
amount of a quality or feeling.

• e.g. There’s always an element of risk 
in this kind of investment.



– 2) a group of people who form part 
of a larger group, especially when 
the rest of the group does not 
approve of them.

• e.g. There is a strong right-wing 
element in the organization.



– 3) one part of a whole system, plan, 
piece of writing etc.

• e.g. Rhyme is just one of the elements 
of his poetry.
– 4) the elements: the weather, 

especially bad weather
• e.g. battling against the elements







• 10.likewise
• 1) (formal) in the same way; similarly
• e.g. I was up at dawn, and my host likewise.
• Nanny put on a shawl and told the girls to 

do likewise.



• 2) (spoken) used to return someone’s 
greeting or polite comment

• e.g. “You’re always welcome at our house.”
• “likewise.”



• 11.stunning
• adj. 1) extremely attractive or 

beautiful
• e.g. You look absolutely stunning in 

that dress.
• 2) very surprising or shocking
• e.g. stunning news



• 12. survivor
• n. a person who has continued to live esp. in 

spite of having been nearly destroyed or 
killed.

• survive (v)
• survival  (n)     



• Word-formation:
• Sur-: over, above，additional
•          e.g. surface 表面；surname 姓；

surtax 附加税

• -vi-：live,life
•          e.g. vivid 生动的；vitalize激发

•         



• Author:
• Roger Rosenblatt(1940-): attended 

New York University and Harvard 
University, where he later taught 
English. He served as director of 
e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Endowment for  the Humanit ies 
between 1973 to 1975. He received 
the George Polk Award for magazine 
reporting in 1982.



The man in the water did not have to 
give his rings to others; he did not 
even know these people.  He was 
extraordinary precisely because he 
was  ord i nary .  He  showed  what 
everyone of us could do at that 
critical moment. The display of his 
heroism was a song to the beautiful 
h u m a n  c h a r a c t e r .



Part 1 (Paras. 1—3):

Part 2 (Paras. 4—9):

Structure

The terrible air crash in Washington, D.C. that brought 
people to tears and to attention and the possible 
reasons for the national  sensation.

It’s the ordinary man in the water who performed the 
extraordinary and stunning deeds that created the 
emotional impact and the  enduring wonder. 



parallelism: 
 the use of identical or equivalent 

syntactic constructions in corresponding 
clauses

There was the unusual element of the bridge…

Then, too there was the location of the event…

And there was the aesthetic crash as well…

Still, there was nothing very special, except death…

(Para. 1) 

Writing Device: Parallelism

What effect 
do you 

think it has 
here?



The Man in the Water
As disasters go, this one was terrible, but not unique, certainly not among the 

worst of the roster of U.S. air crashes. There was the unusual element of the bridge, of 
course, and the fact that the plane hit it at a moment of high traffic. Then, too, there 
was the location of the event. Washington, the city of form and rules, turned chaotic by 
a blast of real winter and a single slap of metal on metal. The jets from Washington 
National Airport that normally fly around the presidential monuments like hungry gulls 
are, for the moment, represented by the one that fell. And there was the aesthetic clash 
as well—blue-and-green Air Florida, the name a flying garden, sunk down among gray 
chunks of ice in a black river. All that was worth noticing, to be sure. Still, there was 
nothing very special in any of it, except death, which, while always special, does not 
necessarily bring millions to tears or to attention. Why, then, the shock here? 

Perhaps because the nation saw in this disaster something more than a 
mechanical failure. Perhaps because people saw in it no failure at all, but rather 
something successful about themselves. Here, after all, were two forms of nature in 
collision: the elements and human character. Last Wednesday. the elements, 
indifferent as ever, brought down Flight 90. And on that same afternoon, human 
nature—groping and struggling — rose to the occasion. 



Of the four acknowledged heroes of the event, three are able to account for 
their behavior. Donald Usher and Eugene Windsor, a park police helicopter team, 
risked their lives every time they dipped the skids into the water to pick up 
survivors. On television, side by side, they described their courage as all in the line 
of duty. Lenny Skutnik, a 28-year-old employee of the Congressional Budget Office, 
said: “It’s something I never thought I would do”—referring to his jumping into the 
water to drag an injured woman to shore. Skutnik added that “somebody had to go 
in the water,” delivering every hero’s line that is no less admirable for being 
repeated. In fact, nobody had to go into the water. That somebody actually did so is 
part of the reason this particular tragedy sticks in the mind. 

But the person most responsible for the emotional impact of the disaster is the 
one known at first simply as “the man in the water.” Balding, probably in his 50s, a 
huge mustache. He was seen clinging with five other survivors to the tail section of 
the airplane. This man was described by Usher and Windsor as appearing alert and 
in control. Every time they lowered a lifeline and flotation ring to him, he passed it 
on to another of the passengers. “In a mass casualty, you’ll find people like him.” 
said Windsor. “But I’ve never seen one with that commitment.” When the helicopter 
came back for him, the man had gone under. His selflessness was one reason the 
story held national attention; his anonymity another. The fact that he went 
unidentified gave him with a universal character. For a while he was Everyman, and 
thus proof (as if one needed it) that no man is ordinary. 



Still, he could never have imagined such a capacity in himself. Only minutes before 
his character was tested, he was sitting in the ordinary plane among the ordinary 
passengers, dutifully listening to the stewardess telling him to fasten his seat belt and 
saying something about the “no smoking sign.” So our man relaxed with the others, 
some of whom would owe their lives to him. Perhaps he started to read, or to doze, or to 
regret some harsh remark made in the office that morning. Then suddenly he knew that 
the trip would not be ordinary. Like every other person on that flight, he was desperate 
to live, which makes his final act so stunning. 

For at some moment in the water he must have realized that he would not live if he 
continued to hand over the rope and ring to others. He had to know it, no matter how 
gradual the effect of the cold. He felt he had no choice. When the helicopter took off with 
what was to be the last survivor, he watched everything in the world move away from 
him, and he let it happen. 

Yet there was something else about our man that kept our thoughts on him, and 
which keeps our thoughts on him still. He was there, in the essential, classic 
circumstance. Man in nature. The man in the water. For its part, nature cared nothing 
about the five passengers. Our man, on the other hand, cared totally. So age-old battle 
began again in the Potomac. For as long as that man could last, they went at each other, 
nature and man; the one making no distinctions of good and evil, acting on no principles, 
offering no lifelines; the other acting wholly on distinctions, principles and, perhaps, on 
faith. 



Since it was he who lost the fight, we ought to come again to the conclusion that 
people are powerless in the world. In reality, we believe the opposite, and it takes the 
act of the man in the water to remind us of our true feelings in this matter. It is not to 
say that everyone would have acted as he did, or as Usher, Windsor and Skutnik. Yet 
whatever moved these men to challenge death on behalf of their fellows is not peculiar 
to them. Everyone feels the possibility in himself. That is the enduring wonder of the 
story. That is why we would not let go of it. If the man in the water gave a lifeline to the 
people gasping for survival, he was likewise giving a lifeline to those who watched him. 

The odd thing is that we do not even really believe that the man in the water lost 
his fight. “Everything in Nature contains all the powers of Nature.” said Emerson. 
Exactly. The man In the water had his own natural powers. He could not make ice 
storms, or freeze the water until it froze the blood. But he could hand life over to a 
stranger, and that is a power of nature too. The man in the water set himself against an 
immovable, impersonal enemy; he fought it with kindness and he held it to a standoff. 
He was the best we can do.





   As disasters go, this one was terrible, but not unique，certainly 
not among the worst U.S. air crashes on record.

     Air crashes usually involve a heavy loss of lives. Compared with other 
air crashes, this one was not the worst. This air crash was 
remembered for a different reason.

officially 
measured 
and noted 



  There was the unusual element of the bridge, of course, and the 
fact that the plane hit at a moment of high traffic. 

factor

heavy traffic; heavy 
flow of vehicles along 
the road

 One thing that was unusual about this disaster was that the 
plane hit the bridge at a time of heavy traffic. 





• a slap in the face an action that insults or upsets someone

• a slap on the back
• a slap on the wrist

an action that shows praise for sth. you have done
a gentle warning or punishment 略予申斥

an action that insults or upsets someone

a gentle warning or punishment

hitting sb. repeatedly

put sth. somewhere with a slapping noise



  Washington, the city of form and rules, turned chaotic by a blast of real winter 
and a single slap of metal on metal. neat and beautiful, carefully 

design

used figuratively here, indicating the strike 
between the bridge and jet. 

 Washington,  which is famous for its beauty and careful 
design, was thrown into terrible confusion in a sudden 
explosion when the airplane stroke the bridge violently. 



To be continued on the next page.



In recognition of his leadership in the 

cause of American independence, 

Washington earned the title “Father of 

His Country”. With this monument, the 

citizens of the United States show their 

enduring gratitude and respect for the 

first President of the United States. 

Washington 
Monument

To be continued on the next page.



Jefferson 
Memorial

Thomas 

Jefferson—political 

philosopher, architect, 

musician, book collector, 

scientist, horticulturist 

(园艺学家), diplomat, 

inventor, and third 

President of the United 

States, also author of the 

Declaration of American 

Independence, and 

Father of the University 

of Virginia 

To be continued on the next page.



The end of Presidential Monument. 

Lincoln 
Memorial

The Lincoln Memorial is a tribute to 

President Abraham Lincoln and the 

nation he fought to preserve during the 

Civil War (1861-1865). The Lincoln 

Memorial was built to resemble a Greek 

temple. It has 36 Doric columns, one for 

each state at the time of Lincoln’s death. 

A sculpture by Daniel Chester French of a 

seated Lincoln is in the center of the 

memorial chamber.



The end of Washington, D.C. 



  And there was the aesthetic clash as well—blue and green Air Florida, 
the name of a flying garden, sunk down among gray chunks of ice in a 
black river.

the combination of different colors which 
look very bad 

 thick, solid piece or lump 

     When the air crash occurred, it was not just a clash of metal 
against the bridge, but also a clash between colors: the blue-
green color of the plane and the gray and black color of the 
ice and river.

     这其中还有视觉美学冲击——蓝绿相间的“佛罗里达
号”（这一名字象征着空中花园）伴随着巨大的灰色
断石坠入幽暗的河水中。





  Still, there was nothing very special in any of it, except death, which, 
while always special, does not necessarily bring millions to tears or to 
attention. 

Verbless structure, “although (it is) always 
special

 possibly but not certainly 

make millions cry or attract millions of people’s 
attention

     This air crash has only one element —— death,  which 
was special in any 

      disastrous accidents. However, death may not be the 
only factor for sure making millions cry or attracted 
millions of people’s attention. 



• 从属连词+名词词组

• 从属连词+形容词词组

• 从属连词+介词词组

• 从属连词+副词词组

Whatever the reason, his cordiality to her has won him 
a friend. 

Although always helpful, he was not much liked by people.  

When in Rome, do as the Romans do.   

He spoke ungraciously, if not rudely. 



Why, then, the shock here? 

“Why was there such a shock here?” the 
structure of this kind of elliptical sentence 

Five o’clock? Why so early?
To go to Afghanistan? Why me?
If so many businesses can’t compete with other countries, 

why WTO then?



Perhaps because the nation saw in this disaster something 
more than a mechanical failure

machines or their parts stop working 
properly.  

• more than + n. 不仅仅是
Modern science is more than a large amount of 

information. 
• more than + number 以上，不止

I have known David for more than 20 years. 
More than one person has made this suggestion.

• more than + adjective 很，非常

I assure you I am more than glad to help you.
In doing scientific experiments, one must be more 

than careful with the instruments. 



Perhaps because the nation saw in this disaster something more than a 
mechanical failure

• more than + that clause 超过，“简直不，
远非”

That is more than I can understand .
The heat there was more than he could stand. 

• more…… than 

比……更，比……多He has more books than me. 
He is more lucky than clever.  与其说后者，不如

说前者该句型主要用于同一个人或物在两个不同性质或特征
等方面的比较，其中的比较级必须用加 more 的形
式，不能用加词尾-er 的形式。



Perhaps because the nation saw in this disaster something more than a 
mechanical failure



Perhaps because the nation saw in this disaster something more than a 
mechanical failure

     Perhaps because the people didn’t just view this air crash 
as an accident due to a mechanical or a human error, there 
was something else more significant. 



  Here, after all, were two forms of nature in collision: the elements and human 
character. 

the bad weather and the human character. 
Both are forms of natural power.

the forces of nature 自然力；风，雨等
的力量 

After all, there were two forms of natural power involved in 
this clash: the bad weather and the human character. 



  Last Wednesday. the elements, indifferent as ever, brought down Flight 90. 

the bad weather

unconcerned about the 
consequences as always





Last Wednesday. the elements, indifferent as ever, brought down Flight 90. 

    Last Wednesday, as always, the weather was so bad (it 
wasn’t concerned about what might happen) that it made 
Flight 90 strike the bridge and sink into the river. 







And on that same afternoon, human nature—groping and struggling in mysteries 
of its own—rose to the occasion. 

     On that same afternoon, human nature, searching for the 
flotation rings and struggling in the icy water, came to 
prove its greatness displayed in an unexpected tragedy. 



Of the four acknowledged heroes of the event, three are able to 
account for their behavior.

adj. commonly accepted 
or recognized

 give an explanation or reason for 





Of the four acknowledged heroes of the event, three are able to account for their 
behavior.

     Only three out of these four heroes lived to tell people 
what they actually had done and how they had rescued the 
five survivors. 







delivering every hero’s line that is no less admirable for being 
repeated.

to make a remark. e.g., 
to deliver a speech, 
to deliver a lecture.  

Skutnik gave a remark that has been said before by many 
people in similar situations, but it is still admirable. 

much, to a large 
amount 



That somebody actually did so is part of the reason this 
particular tragedy sticks in the mind.

Noun clauses introduced by “that” are used as 
subjects only in formal English. In informal 
English, we usually turn them into appositive 
clauses by adding the word “fact”. 

to be remembered



But the person most responsible for the emotional impact of the 
disaster is the one known at first simply as “the man in the 
water”

to be the reason/cause for

how this disaster has moved 
people 

to be called

   The man who is known as “the man in the water’ is the main 
reason for the great impact of the disaster. / The people 
of the nation were greatly moved by this disaster mainly 
because of the man who is at first just known as “the man 
in the water.”  









       This man was described by Usher and Windsor as appearing alert and in control. 
Every time they lowered a lifeline and flotation ring to him, he passed it on to 
another of the passengers.

the ability to think and 
act calmly and 
efficiently, especially 
in an emergency

to give sb. sth. that another 
person has given you. 

lifeline: a rope used to rescue 
people at sea 

flotation ring: some kind of life-
belt or life-preserver (救生工具）

     The man appeared to be able to think quickly and 
clearly, to be calm and with perfect presence of 
mind. Every time the rescue team lowered him a 
lifeline and flotation ring, he never kept it for 
himself, he handed it to another passenger.  



 “In a mass casualty, you’ll find people like him,” said 
Windsor.” But I’ve never seen one with that commitment.”

      We can always find heroic people like him when a large 
number of people were hurt in an accident because 
although not everyone is a hero, there’s bound to be a fair 
representation of heroes in a big crowd. But I’ve never 
seen anyone with such a strong sense of responsibility.

a strong sense of 
responsibility or loyalty

large number of people 
hurt or killed in an 
accident



 When the helicopter came back for him the man had 
gone under. 

      When the helicopter came back for rescuing him, the man 
had sunk down under the water, and drowned. 

to sink, to be drowned



  His selflessness was one reason the story 

held national attention; his anonymity another.

      The fact that the man in the water who had displayed 
such heroism did not leave his name and no one was ever 
able to find it out was another reason why the whole 
nation felt so touched by this story. It showed that the man 
was a very ordinary citizen. It also proved that he did all 
these not for fame or anything.

attracted the whole nation’s attention



   The fact that he went unidentified gave him a universal character. 

remain in an unknown state

The fact that nobody could find out the identity of this person 
really made him a representative man, like everyone of us 
could do. We may feel that it might have been anyone.

gave him a universal quality; made him a 
representative man, like everyone of us could 
be; made people feel that it could have been 
anyone



For a while he was Everyman, and thus proof (as if one 
needed it) that no one is ordinary.

      Notice that the word “Everyone” is capitalized. It 
conveys the idea that this anonymous man really 
represents the best of human nature. What he did was not 
the act of a supernatural being, but the act of an ordinary 
person. Yet, the author says here that “no man is ordinary”, 
because every person is an individual moral entity and is 
capable of rising to the occasion and making history. 



 Still he could never have imagined such a capacity in himself.

      Nevertheless/However, it was impossible for him to 
know that he would be capable of such heroism. What the 
man did was the natural response to the critical situation.



ability
capability 

capacity  



So our man relaxed with the others, some of whom would 

owe their lives to him. our hero-the man in 
the water

       I owe a debt of gratitude to all my family. 
       Thanks for sticking up for me- I owe you a favor.
      Japan owes us an apology, and that’s one of the main 

reasons why we disapprove of its being granted the 
status as a permanent member of the United Nations 
Security Council. 

      Champagne houses owe their success to brand image. 

owe sth to sb =  owe sb sth: have to pay sb for sth (esp. 
money) or do sth for sb；have something because of 
(someone or something) 

应当给予感激

应当给予感激

应当给予道歉
归功于



 Like every other person on that flight, he was desperate to live, 
which makes his final act so stunning.

on board that plane

       His last act was so impressive because like everyone 
else, he also valued his life and was desperate to live.

shocking; very 
impressive 



       For at some moment in the water he must have realized 
that he would not live if he continued to hand over the 
rope and ring to others. He had to know it , now matter 
how slow the effect of the cold. 

      Obviously it requires much courage to face sure death 
knowing that you have a choice (keep one of the rings for 
yourself). The man in the story did not act on impulse. He 
did not pass on his rings to others with a total 
unawareness of the consequence. At some point he must 
have known that he was freezing to death and would go 
under any moment. But he still gave the chance for 
survival to the next person.



Yet there was something else about our man that kept our thoughts on him, and 
which keeps our thoughts on him still. 

that held our attention to him; that made us think 
of him all the time; Attention to the different 
tense of “keep”.

     不过，在我们的这个人身上还有一点让我们对他难以
忘怀，并至今仍对他念念不忘。



       He was there, in the essential, classic circumstance.

      What happened that day was a typical situation in which 
nature and man fought each other. And when nature 
begins to show its power, you always find man fight back. 
He is always there. We can always expect to find such a 
hero.



       For its part, nature cared nothing about the five passengers. 

      As far as nature was concerned, it did not care about the 
consequences of the accident. 

as far as it is concerned





       … the one making no distinctions of good and evil, 
acting on no principles, offering no lifelines; the other 
acting wholly on distinctions, principles and , perhaps, on 
faith.

      Nature is indifferent. It does not have any idea what is 
good or what is bad for human beings, and it does not 
care. It has no moral principles. Human beings, on the 
other hand, are different. They have moral standards. 
They have feelings. They care and they love. Therefore  
they are able to choose between right and wrong.



       In reality, we believe the opposite, and it takes the act of 
the man in the water to remind us of our true feelings in 
this matter. 

      Actually, the death of the man did not mean that human 
beings had lost the battle. In a moral sense, man had won 
because man’s courage to defy death was also a 
tremendous power. Therefore, what happened to this man 
in the water should fill us with pride rather than sadness.







 Yet whatever moved these men to challenge death on behalf 
of their fellow is not peculiar to them. Everyone feels the 
possibility in himself.

      Yet whatever enabled or made these men or gave these 
men the power to challenge death is not unique. Indeed, 
every one of us has the potentiality to be a hero.





 That is the enduring wonder of the story. That is why we would not let go 
of it. 

      That is the lasting wonder of the story, and that is why we 
would not forget it. 

      lasting





If the man in the water gave a lifeline to the people gasping 
for survival, he was likewise giving a lifeline to those 
who watched him. 

     ( In this article, the author is giving the man’s action a 
symbolic meaning.) When the man was giving a lifeline 
to the people gasping for survival, we might say that he 
was also giving the chance to live to everyone of us. He 
was showing by his own example the meaning of life, the 
dignity of human existence, the power of noble human 
character.

      in the same way



“ Everything in Nature contains all the powers of nature," 
said Emerson.

      By “ the power of nature”, Emerson did not just mean 
such powers as coming from coal, oil, water, wind, etc. 
(He could have included nuclear power if he had been 
able to see that far into the future.) He probably also 
meant the power unique to human beings: the power to 
love, the power to change, and the power to create.



Red flag stand out brightly, set against the blue sky. 
Setting the results against those of the last election, we can 

see a clear improvement.

Diamonds look best when they are set against black cloth.
You must set the initial cost of a new car against the saving 

you’ll make on repair. 
Set against her virtues, her faults don’t seem nearly so bad.  

靠……门边放着
映衬

与……相比

映衬

可抵消或抵偿

考虑到，同……相比



       The man in the water set himself against an immovable, impersonal 
enemy; he fought it with kindness; and he held it to a standoff. He was 
the best we can do. a situation in which neither 

side in a fight or battle can 
give an advantage

refers to nature, which is indifferent and cannot be 
persuaded to change its attitude towards us humans. 
“Immovable” here means “impossible to be changed or 
persuaded”.

      make sb start to fight or quarrel 
with another person, esp. a person 
with whom they had friendly 
relations



    Question 1: Who are the 
heroes in the story?

Two police rescuers and, a young passerby 

and the man in the water.



Question 2: Who is the greatest hero? 

Why?

The man in the water.

Ordinary as he was, he could rise to    

challenge when the test came.  He displayed 

courage and noble character in human 

nature at its best. 


